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declaring that "no greater scamp ever lived," l and congratulating himself that the magazine died the next month, without circulating its fourth number, He took the insult probably with a more cheerful if not a higher spirit because he had already obtained permanent employment and a fresh opportunity to distinguish himself as an editor.
In July, 1837, William Evans Burton, an English comedian who was ambitions of winning literary as well as histrionic fame in his adopted country, had launched "The Gentleman's Magazine" in the very darkest period of the financial depression, and with singular felicity he had succeeded in his venture.   At first this periodical, which he both owned and edited, was characterized by the lightest of stories and the most sluggish of poems; it was padded with clippings, translations, and the usual et caitera of its kind, including the scrappy reviews, made principally by the scissors, that then went under the name of criticism; but Burton devoted himself to developing local talent, and the Philadelphia editors, novelists, and poetasters, male and female, stood by their patron.    The fourth volume -bfegan, in 1889, with golden promises  of better printing,   elegant   engravings,  and   contributions from a long list of writers, in which, beside the names of Leigh Hunt, Douglas Jerrold, and James Mon'tgorneiy, whoso wares were presumably stolen, figured the patronymics of thirty-two native au-
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